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At last Amphinomus took it on himself to reply. This prince
was the son of King Nisus, himself the son ofAretias. 'My
friends/ he remarked, 'when the right thing has been said,
captious criticism is out of place. Let nobody maltreat this
stranger or any of the royal servants. Rather, let a wine-steward
charge each man's cup so that we can make our offerings and go
home to bed, leaving our visitor here in the palace to Tele-
machus' care. For after all it is to his house that he has come/

This was a solution that everyone welcomed. Mulius, a
squire from Dulichium in Amphinomus* retinue, mixed them
a bowl of wine and then went the rounds and served them all.
They poured out their offerings to the blessed gods l^efore
drinking up the mellow wine, and when they had made their
libations and drunk all they wanted they dispersed to their
several homes for the night.